TO THOSE WHO NEED HEALING

Before people can have a steadfast faith for the healing of their body, they
must be rid of all uncertainty concerning God'’s will in the matter. Appropriating
faith cannot go beyond one’s knowledge of the revealed will of God. Before
attempting to exercise faith for healing, one needs to know what the Scriptures
plainly teach, that it is just as much God’s will to heal the body as it is to heal the
soul. The sermons in this book point out and explain those portions of Scripture
that will forever settle this point for you. It is only by knowing that God promises
what you are seeking that all uncertainty can be removed and a steadfast faith is
made possible. His promises are each a revelation of what God is eager to do for
us. Until we know what God'’s will is, there is nothing on which to base our faith.

It is important that the mind of those seeking healing be “renewed” so as
to be brought into harmony with the mind of God. This is revealed in the Bible
and pointed out in the following pages. Faith for the appropriation of God’s
promised blessings is the result of knowing and acting on God’s Word (Rom.
10:17). The right mental attitude, or the “renewed mind” (Rom. 12:2), makes
steadfast faith possible to all.

We are constantly receiving testimonies from those who, though prayed
for repeatedly without success, were afterwards wonderfully healed while reading
this book. Many also have been happily converted while reading these
instructions.

It would surprise the world if they could read the wonderful testimonies
that have come to us from all over the country. We have received more that
225,000 letters from our radio listeners and their friends, most of whom we have
never seen.

The truths discussed in this book of sermons, together with “the prayer of
faith,” have brought healing within the grasp of many thousands of sufferers, who
would not have recovered without the direct action of the Holy Spirit. To God be
all the glory.

While we rejoice in these miracles, we remember that they are only
external manifestations of a thousand times greater and more precious miracle
that has transpired within the sacred chamber of the inner soul. The inner cause
is so much more precious than the outward effect. External results from prayer
are like figures in a bank book that show that you have gold deposited in the
bank. The gold is more valuable than the figures.

THE WORD IS THE SEED

Jesus said, “The Word is the seed.” It is the seed of the divine life. Until the
person seeking healing is sure from God’s Word that it is God’s will to heal him,
he is trying to reap a harvest where there is no seed planted. It would be
impossible for a farmer to have faith for a harvest before he was sure the seed
had been planted.

It is not God’s will that there shall be a harvest without the planting of the
seed — without His will being known and acted on. Jesus said, “Ye shall know the



truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Freedom from sickness comes from
knowing the truth. God does nothing without His Word. “He sent His Word and it
healed them” are the words of the Holy Spirit (Ps. 107:20 Fenton’s translation).
“All His work is done in faithfulness” to His promises.

For each sick person to know that it is God’s will to heal him, it is
necessary for the “seed’ to be planted in his mind and heard. It is not planted
until it is known and received and trusted. No sinner can become a Christian
before he knows that it is God’s will to save him. It is the Word of God, planted
and watered and steadfastly trusted, which heals both soul and body. The “seed”
must remain planted and be kept watered before it can produce its harvest.

For one to say, “ | believe the Lord is able to heal me” before he knows
from God’s Word that He is willing to heal him, is like a farmer saying, “I believe
God is able to give me a harvest, without any seed being planted and watered.”
God can't save the soul of a man before the man himself knows God’s will in the
matter. Salvation is by faith — that is, by trusting the known will of God. Being
healed is being saved in a physical sense.

Praying for healing with the faith — destroying words, “if it be Thy will” is
not planting the “seed”; it is destroying the seed. “The prayer of faith” that heals
the sick is to follow (not precede) the planting of the “seed” (the Word). Faith is
based on this alone.

It is the Gospel, which the Holy Spirit says, “is the power of God unto
salvation” in all its phases, both physical and spiritual. All the Gospel is for “every
creature” and for “all nations.” The Gospel does not leave a man in uncertainty
praying with an “if it be Thy will”; it tells him what God’s will is. The Holy Spirit’'s
words, “Himself...bare our sicknesses” (Matt. 8:17), are just as truly a part of the
Gospel as His words, “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree” (1 Peter 2:24).

Neither the spiritual nor the physical phase of the Gospel is to be applied
by prayer alone. Seed is powerless until it is planted. Many, instead of saying,
“Pray for me,” should first say, “Teach me God’s Word, so that | can intelligently
cooperate for my recovery.” We must know what the benefits of Calvary are
before we can appropriate them by faith. David specifies: “Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases.”

After being sufficiently enlightened, our attitude toward sickness should be
the same as our attitude toward sin. Our purpose to have our body healed should
be as definite as our purpose to have our soul healed. We should not ignore any
part of the Gospel. Our Substitute bore both our sins and our sicknesses that we
might be delivered from them. Christ’s bearing of our sins and sicknesses is
surely a valid reason for trusting Him now for deliverance from both. When, in
prayer, we definitely commit to God the forgiveness of our sins, we are to
believe, on the authority of His Word, that our prayer is heard. We are to do the
same when praying for healing.

We can be sufficiently enlightened by the promises of God by simply
believing that our prayer is heard before we have experienced the answer (Mark
11:24). Following this with the observance of Hebrews 10:35-36, we can always



bring to pass the fulfillment of any divine promise. It is God’s will for every
Christian to successfully practice Hebrews 6:11-12.

Between the time we definitely commit to God the healing of our body and
the completion of our healing, we can, and should, learn one of the most valuable
lessons of our Christian life. That lesson is how to observe Hebrews 10:35-36.
Only divine promises can make our faith steadfast. After Jonah had prayed for
mercy, he did not cast away his confidence because there was no visible proof
that his prayer was answered. No, he held fast his confidence and added to it, in
advance, the sacrifice of thanksgiving (Jonah 2:9). In Hebrews 13:15 the Holy
Spirit commands us all to do this “continually.”

God'’s promises work their wonders while we see and act on eternal
realities (on His promises, His faithfulness, etc.), as we refuse to be affected by
temporal things to the contrary. God always fulfills His promises when He can get
the right cooperation. He always accepts us and undertakes for us when we
observe Mark 11:24 and Hebrews 10:35-36. “With long life will | satisfy him” is
God'’s promise to be appropriated by all (Ps. 91:16).

COMPREHENSIVE INSTRUCTIONS

In Proverbs 4:20-22 we have the most comprehensive instructions as to
how to receive healing:

Attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart
from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life
unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.

The Word of God cannot be health to either soul or body before it is heard,
received, and attended to. Notice here that the Words of God are life only to
those that “find” them. If you want to receive life and healing from God, take time
to find the words of Scripture that promise these results.

When God’s Word becomes health to all your flesh, your cancer will be
gone, your tumor will be gone, and your goiter will be gone. We have seen the
Word, when received and acted on, produce these results thousands of times.
The flesh of thousands today is unhealthy flesh because they have failed to “find”
and “attend” to that part of God’s Word that produces healing. This is the divine
method of receiving the blessings that God has provided for us. Many have failed
to receive healing simply because they have not followed this method.

God says that when we do as we are told in the Scripture, His Words are
made “health to all our flesh.” It matters not what particular kind of unhealthy
flesh — whether cancer, goiter, tumor — God says, “health to all their flesh.”
Whose flesh? Those who “find” and “attend” to the Words of God on the subject.
This is exactly the same way that the Word of God becomes health to the soul.

In this comprehensive passage, God tells us exactly how to “attend” to His
Words. He says, “Let them not depart form thine eyes; keep them in the midst of
thine heart.” Instead of having your eyes on your symptoms and being occupied
with them, let God’s Words not “depart from thine eyes.” Look at them continually



and, like Abraham, wax strong in faith by looking at the promises of God and at
nothing else. As the only way a seed can do its work is by being kept in the
ground, so the only way that God’s “imperishable seed” can “effectually work in
us” is by it being kept “in the midst of our hearts.” This does not mean
occasionally, but continuously. The reason why many have failed is because they
have not done this.

MUST DO AS FARMERS DO

When we attend to God’s Words by not letting them depart from before
our eyes and by keeping them in the midst of our hearts, the seed is in “good
ground.” This is the kind of ground in which, Jesus says, “It bringeth forth fruit.”
Paul says, “It effectually worketh.” When the farmer gets his seed into the
ground, he does not dig it up every day to see how it is doing, but says, “I am
glad that is settled.” He believes the seed has begun its work. Why not have the
same faith in the “imperishable seed” — Christ’'s Words, which He says are “spirit
and life.” Believe that they are already doing their work, without waiting to see. If
the farmer, without any definite promise, can have faith in nature, why can’t the
Christian have faith in the God of nature?

The psalmist said, “Thy Word hath quickened me.” Paul tells us that it is
the Word, which “effectually worketh” in them that believe. Every Word of God is
“spirit and life” and will work in us when we receive and “attend” to it. When we
receive and obey the Word of God, we can say with Paul, “The power of God
worketh in me mightily.” Thus the Word of God becomes the power of God. It is
“spirit and life.” If a field in which the seed has been sown could talk to us, it
would say, “The seed worketh in me mightily.”

THREE ESSENTIAL THINGS

This passage in Proverbs shows us the method of obtaining results from
the promises in God’s Word:

1. There must be the attentive ear. “Incline thine ear unto my sayings.”

2. There must be the steadfast look. “Let them not depart from thine
eyes.”

3. There must be the enshrining heart. “Keep them in the midst of thine
heart.”

When your eyes are upon your symptoms and your mind is occupied with
them more than with God’s Word, you have in the ground the wrong kind
of seed for the harvest that you desire. You have in the ground seeds of
doubt. You are trying to raise one kind of crop from another kind of seed. It
is impossible to sow tares and reap wheat. Your symptoms may point you
to death, but God’s Word points you to life, and you cannot look in these
opposite directions at the same time.



WHICH KIND OF SEE DO YOU HAVE?

Which kind of seed do you have in the ground? “Let not God’s
Word depart from thine eyes; keep it in the midst of thine heart.” That is,
look steadfastly and continuously and only at the evidence God gives for
your faith. God says to all incurables, “everyone that looketh shall live.”
The word “looketh” is in the continuous present tense. It does not mean a
mere glance, but “let [His Words] not depart from thine eyes; keep them in
the midst of thine heart.”

The motives that call for our attention are exceedingly powerful. It is
our heavenly Father who speaks. All Heaven is behind His Words. The
things that are spoken are of quickening and invigorating virtue. They are
life to such as find them, and health, not only to the soul, but to the body,
not to a particular part of it, but to “all their flesh.”

A medicine effectual to the cure of a single member of the body
might make the inventor wealthy. Here is a medicine for all the flesh —
from your head to your feet. Here is a Physician of infinite ability —...who
healeth all thy diseases.”

THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN

After you have planted your seed, you believe it is growing before
you see it grow. This is faith that is “the evidence of things not seen.” In
Christ we have perfect evidence for faith. Any moan or woman can get rid
of his or her doubts by looking steadfastly and only at the evidence that
God has given for our faith. Seeing only what God says will produce and
increase faith. This will make it easier to believe than to doubt. The
evidences for faith are so much stronger than those for doubting. Don’t
doubt your faith; doubt your doubts, for they are unreliable.

Oh, what a means of blessing is the look of faith to Christ! There is
life, light, liberty, love, joy, guidance, wisdom, understanding, and perfect
health. There is everything in a steadfast look at the Crucified One. No
one ever looks in vain to the Great Physician.

Every one that looked at the brazen serpent, the type of Christ,
lived. “And their faces were not ashamed,” says the psalmist. They were
all, humanly speaking, incurable, but they were both forgiven and healed
by looking. He who trusts Christ has no need to be ashamed of his
confidence. Time and eternity will both justify his reliance on God.

This book will show those needing healing just what part of the
Word of God they are to receive and “attend” to. Some have been
miraculously healed while reading the next sermon in this book.



SEVEN KEYS TO REDEMPTIVE HEALING
Compiled by Pastor Gene Applegate

Believe—We must believe that the Scripture is true. That God meant what He
said! If Jesus shed His blood for the remission of our sin. He was beaten for
our healing. If one it true, then both are...

Repent—Jesus revealed God’s love to multitudes through His healing ministry.
He ministered to all that came to him. There were no preconditions. The
hardened heart was often softened by His healing touch. Repentance is the key
that opens the door to His Kingdom...

Faith—Believing the truth (His Covenant) activates faith. “Faith comes by
hearing and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). Faith, then, is the
product of truth, accepted and believed. The more of His Word we appropriate,
the greater of faith becomes...Our belief gives birth to faith. Faith activates our
claim to His promise (Covenant).

. Ask—Be positive. Ask! Never take the attitude: “If it is God’s will, he will heal

me.” Or “I'm not good enough to receive anything from God.” The Covenant of
God is very plain. Healing is extended to His people because of the redemptive
work of Jesus...” You have not, because you ask not...”

Obey—"To obey is better than sacrifice” (1Samuel 15:22). Our faith is always
hindered by disobedience. Jesus often required those whom He healed to act
upon His direction. The ten lepers were sent to show themselves to the priest
(Luke 17:14).

Witness—Most of us are somewhat timid about declaring our spiritual
experiences. This is not good. Remember! We overcome by the blood of the
Lamb and the word of our testimony (Revelation 12:11). Share your testimony
boldly. Tell others! This will strengthen your own faith and build hope in
others.

Desire—Do you really want to be healed? What a strange question! Yes! There
are people who are comfortable with their physical infirmities. There are many
reasons. Some find comfort in the power and control their ailment provides
over others. Some would prefer their “disability check” to their health. Some
simply are afraid to take responsibility for their life, etc. God never imposes His
provisions on those who do not want them. His Covenant is ageless. HEALING
IS OUR BIRTHRIGHT!



